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Students, faculty seek parking solution
Overcrowded lots, garages cause
frustrations for drivers at USC
Josh Dawsey
STAFF WRITER

Crosby Matthews frequently enters the
Bull Street parking garage hunting a parking
spot. He often leaves after circling the garage
several times, without ﬁnding a spot, late for
class, and frustrated with the system.
“It sucks because there are so many people
trying to come in here,” Matthews, a thirdyear economics student from K noxville,
Tenn., said.
Matthews is one of many USC students
who attempt to park on campus every day.
With over 27,000 students, there just aren’t
enough spots, although the university is
working toward a solution.
Only 16,847 parking spots are available
on campus. Therefore, it is impossible for
the university to supply enough spots for the
over 30,000 students, faculty and staff that
are on campus each day.
“There isn’t enough parking, but we’re
t r y ing to work on t he problem,” USC
spokesman Russ McKinney said. “We’re
trying to bring parking to campus in a way
that’s conducive to the rest of campus.”
The u n iversit y, look i ng to improve
the situation for the 2008-2009 academic
year, added 2,400 garage spots in the new
Innovista complex.
W h i le t he ne w s p ot s u ndoubt e d l y
improved the issue, most students say more
parking is still needed.

Parking garage spaces on campus go for
over $500 a year, and for students who have
the financial resources to purchase one,
there often aren’t any available.
The seven garages on campus quickly
ﬁ ll up before the year begins, and students
trying to get a spot are left empty-handed.
“I just can’t get a garage spot,” Zack Miller,
a second-year marketing student, said. “I
tried to get one, but they were all full.”
Students unable to obtain garage spaces
are offered student parking, on a ﬁrst-come,
ﬁrst-serve basis, for $70 a year.
Sp ot s i n st udent lot s a re v i r t u a l ly
impossible to ﬁ nd during peak times of the
day, so many students arrive much earlier
than their classes to secure a spot.
Blaine Willis, a first-year sports and
entertainment management student from
Lexington, Ky., said he received a parking
ticket on Tuesday near Capstone House. He
said the ticket was unfair.
“Before I left my vehicle, I asked if the
park was legal, and I was told it was,” Willis
said. “When I got back, I had a parking
ticket.”
University policy says any vehicle parked
illegally around campus can be ticketed and
towed at the discretion of the University
Police Department.
“We don’t get many complaints from
st udents that say they didn’t deser ve a
parking ticket,” McKinney said. “We try to
enforce the policies fairly.”
The $15 citation must be paid within 72
hours by check or the fee rises. Students
can appeal tickets, but many say the time
invested into an appeal makes the process
not worth it.
Commuter students are having problems

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Bull Street Garage, ﬁlled all the way to its roof level, is part of a university parking
system that many students feel is inadequate for the daily inﬂux of vehicles.
finding parking spaces on campus. The
biggest spot of concern for the university is
parking near the Carolina Coliseum, said
McKinney.
It’s an acute area for trafﬁc problems due
to commuter students, McKinney said, and
the university hopes to iron the situation out
within the next few weeks.
“There are problems behind the Coliseum
at t he beg in ning of t he year w it h t he
commuter lots, but after everyone figures

out their schedules, it normally improves,”
McKinney said.
Relegated to one of the various ﬁrst-come,
first-serve student lots on campus, Miller
said parking isn’t even worth it.
“W hat’s the point in even having my
truck on campus if you can’t move it?” Miller
asked.
Comments on this story? E-mail sagcknew@
mailbox.sc.edu
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MINI Cooper is big
deal for environment
Poll results in for Pastides’s new green machine; sporty
car handily outpaces Toyota Prius, Honda Civic Hybrid
Liz Segrist

NEWS EDITOR

If you see a Gamecock-colored MINI Cooper driving
around campus, it’s most likely the university president.
The ﬁ nal votes are in for President Harry Pastides’s new
car, with the MINI Cooper winning with 239 votes.
The Toyota Prius ended with 145 votes, and the Honda
Civic Hybrid lagged behind with 100 votes.
President Pastides said he wanted to choose something
better for the environment.
“I wanted them to know that environmentalism starts
with the individual,” Pastides said. “It’s easy to think that
society has to change, but it’s more important to be aware
that each of us can do something little or big in every
decision that we make.”
Andrew Gaeckle, the Student Body President, said he
thinks it was a neat idea.
“I never expected him to have students pick his car, but
it just shows how he’s open to letting students get on board
with his new initiatives,” said the fourth-year international
studies student.
Pastides said he is excited because it’s easily recognizable
and he hopes his new car will ser ve as a reminder to
students.
“I think when they see the president in a GamecockMINI ● 4A

SG considers TicketReturn
grievances, plans strides
in dining sustainability
Kara Apel

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The first Student Senate
meeting for the fall 2008
semester was held last night
in the Senate Chambers.
St udent Body V ice
President Meredith Ross
a n nou nced a cha nge i n
dining containers during
the meeting. According to
Ross, the Bioboxes will be
done away with next week,
replaced by plates w it h
lids, which will be more
environmentally friendly.
“This new container will
not cost an extra price,” Ross
said.
Throughout the meeting,
the Senate discussed projects
Student Government has
been work ing on during
t he s u m mer a nd hop e s
to complete du r i ng t he
remainder of the term.
One of the major initiatives
SG has just seen through
was advocating space in the
budget for USC to create
the director of sustainability
position. Ross said Michael
Coleman was hired a couple
of weeks ago to take up the
position.
Another initiative SG has
worked on all summer was to
make paying parking tickets

Sports
He swears this is his last year. Read
5 Questions with Jake Broom while
you still can. See page 5B

available online, an option
that should be available in
January 2009.
Student Body Treasurer
Jonathan Antonio and Sen.
Diana Brown said they had
worked out a revised version
of the ﬁnance codes and had
taken notes from the ﬁnance
codes of other SEC schools
to make them as successful
as possible.
Another project Antonio
has tackled this summer was
working with the Moore
Business School.
“ T here w i l l be t h ree
personal f inance classes

fact that students are upset
wit h t he system, but he
assured the Senate the kinks
will work out and the system
will prove to be a good ﬁt for
the university.
Disadvantages to the old
ticketing system, according
to St roma n, included
students having to skip class
to camp out for tickets and
students selling tickets to
others.
“In t he long run, t his
system w ill prove to be
effective for the university,”
Stroman said.
Student Body President

Chad Simmons / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

President Pro Tempore Ben Bullock addresses Senate at a Russell
House meeting that covered both football and parking tickets.
for non-business majors,”
Antonio said.
Sen. A lex St roma n,
the Committee Chair for
Athletics, spoke about the
new athletic event ticketing
system, TicketReturn.com.
Stroman addressed the

The Mix
Check out the 5 things we’re
obsessing about this week.
See page 10A

A nd rew G aeck le spoke
about a new SG initiative
to help t he homeless in
Columbia called Campus
Kitchen, which will link the
university with non-profit
SENATE ● 4A
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A memorial portrait will
be unveiled today at a 2
p.m. ceremony to honor
Cassidy Fae Pendley, a
student who died in the
Ocean Isle Beach ﬁre Oct.
28.
The College of Engineering
and Computing will
unveil this in the
Swearingen Engineering
Center in the Reading
Room on the ﬁrst ﬂoor.
The Cassidy Fae Pendley
Memorial Scholarship
in Engineering Fund has
been founded by Pendley’s
parents to keep her spirit
alive, according to a news
release.
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Gamecock People

TODAY
5:30 p.m. — 10:30 p.m.
AAAS Annual Fashion
Show
Russell House, Room 301

Each day of the week, this section of Page 2 will
feature something new. On Thursdays, we will
have short Q & As with leaders or highly involved
members of campus organizations.

6 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
EMPOWER meeting
RH, Room 303
7 p.m. — 8 p.m.
WUSC DJ meeting
RH, Room 302
7 p.m. — 10 p.m.
Nashi Anime meeting
Gambrell, Room 151

Greg Bajan, a ﬁfth-year visual communications
student, has been involved with Campus Crusade
for Christ for three years.

8 p.m.
USC vs. N.C. State
Williams-Brice Stadium

SUNDAY
6 p.m. — 7 p.m.
Carolina Productions
meeting
RH, Room 348
8 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.
Garnet Circle meeting
RH, Rooms 322/326

MONDAY
6 p.m. — 7 p.m.
Students for Life meeting
RH, Room 302
6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
Indian Cultural Exchange
meeting
RH, Room 203
7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
Red Cross Club meeting
RH, Room 304

Q: How many members do you have?
A: Around 300 members, both active and
inactive.
Q: If you could sum up your organization in a
couple words, what would they be?
A: Serving the Body of Christ.
Q: What is one thing you hope to accomplish this
year in your organization?
A: Building relationships with people on campus
and talking about their faith.
Q: What’s your favorite meal?
A: My mom’s baked ziti.
Q: If you could go anywhere right now, where
would it be and why?
A: The beach just because I’ve been in the woods
all summer and I want to be at the beach.

— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist

7 p.m. — 8 p.m.
Feminist Majority
Leadership Alliance
RH, Room 348

Crime Report
MONDAY, AUG. 25

TUESDAY, AUG. 26

Petit Larceny, 3 p.m.
Gambrell Hall, 817 Henderson St.
A brown leather wallet was reported
stolen from the victim’s purse.
Estimated value: $400
Reporting ofﬁ cer: W. Guyon

Disregarding a Traffic Signal and
Failure to Stop for Blue Lights, 1:09
a.m.
The officer observed a black Nissan
Frontier disregarding a red light, and the
offender ignored the blue siren.
Reporting ofﬁ cer: C. Thompson

— Compiled by Haley Dreis
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Christine Galligan / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

A grafﬁto reading “GROW” adorns a brick wall in Columbia, adding a
youthful — albeit illegal — form of expression to the urban landscape.

Local
RALEIGH, N.C. — Former
Rep. Thomas Wright was
f o u n d g u i lt y o f f e l o n y
obst r uct ion of just ice
Wednesday and sentenced
to prison after his second
conv ic t ion t h is yea r for
political corruption.
The Wilmington
Democrat was accused of
preventing election ofﬁcials
f rom ca r r y i ng out t hei r
duties as they investigated
his failure to report $150,000
in campaign contributions
over a seven-year period.
Wright, already serving
roughly six to eight years
i n pr ison for f raud, was
sentenced Wednesday by
Superior Court Judge Donald
Stephens to between six and
eight months in prison. He
isn’t expected to be released
until 2015.
“I don’t t h i n k it ’s t he
state’s intent to extend the
time of his incarceration,”
Wa k e C o u n t y D i s t r i c t
Attorney Colon Willoughby
told Stephens after jurors
deliberated for about two and
a half hours over two days
before reaching their verdict.
The trial began Monday.
Defense attorney Douglas
Harris ack nowledged his
cl ient made m ist akes on
campaign disclosure forms
b u t a r g u e d t h e y d id n’t
warrant a felony obstruction
charge. Harris gave notice of
appeal, as he did earlier on
the fraud conviction.
Wr ight d id n’t pre sent
evidence during the hearing
because, Harris said,
prosecutors didn’t prove
Wright’s act ions met t he
standard for obstruction of
justice.

National

World

R ALEIGH, N.C. — A
21-year-old mother of two
who survived ﬁve days in her
wrecked pickup truck was in
serious condition Wednesday
after being pulled from a
North Carolina ravine.
A spokeswoman at
Carolinas Medical Center
sa id A mber Pen nel l was
listed in serious condition at
the Charlotte hospital, but
she couldn’t release details.
Pennell was found Monday
night in t he wreckage in
trees and vines at the bottom
of a 100-foot-deep ravine off
U.S. Highway 321 in Lenoir
i n r u r a l we ster n Nor t h
Carolina.
Her hu sba nd M itchel l
Pe n n e l l s a i d o n A B C ’s
“Good Morning America”
t hat A mber told him she
clung to life for the sake of
their children, Gracelyn, 2,
and 1-year-old Cameron.
“She was going to stay
strong for her babies, and
she did,” he said.
He said surgeons put a rod
in his wife’s broken leg and
that she would be ﬁne despite
a broken arm, skull fracture
and other injuries.
Amber Pennell left work
at a barbecue restau ra nt
i n Lenoir about 10 p.m.
Wednesday. Searchers ﬁnally
noticed a track Monday from
the highway to the ravine.
Bob K ing, a reg ular at
Hannah’s Bar-B-Q where
Pennell waited on him many
times, said ﬁ nding her alive
after ﬁve days was a miracle.
“There was prayer lifted
up for her a l l over t h is
county in all the churches,”
King said.

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip
— The r uling Hamas
movement replaced hundreds
of striking teachers with its
own supporters Wednesday,
purging Gaza’s schools of
political rivals and deepening
its control of this coastal
territory.
Labor st r ife t h is week
disrupted the public school
system at the start of the
academic year and added
t o t he m i s er y i n G a z a ,
wh ich has suf fered f rom
international isolation and
Israeli economic sanctions
since the Islamic militants
of Hamas violently seized
power last year.
The local teachers union,
one of the last remaining
st rongholds of t he Fatah
movement in Gaza, called the
strike to protest the transfer
of dozens of educators to
new schools. It said Hamas
forced the transfers to give
its supporters key posts in
the education system.
Hamas denied this, but
t hen i nst a l led hu nd reds
of ne w t e ac her s a l mo s t
im med iately af ter t he
walkout began. Education
Minister Mohammed Askoul
estimated 2,000 of the 9,000
public school teachers had
been replaced.
“Anybody who left their
job will not be allowed to
return,” Askoul said. “They
have become irrelevant and
cannot be trusted anymore
as educators.”
The move ensures Gaza’s
education system will now
b e s t ac ke d w it h H a m a s
loyalists. While the group
has said it will not impose
it s s t r ic t I s l a m ic v ie w s
on societ y, its cont rol of
classrooms is likely to change
the tone of instruction and
create more sympathy for
the group’s ideology among
the territory’s 250,000 public
school students.
The dispute caused
widespread confusion. Many
parents kept their children
home. Some st udent s
appea red tor n, goi ng to
school but skipping class.
“W hat’s happening is a
joke. We came to school
a nd t he teachers told us
to go home,” said Hussam
A b d u l l a h , 16 , s t a nd i n g
outside his school in Gaza
City. “But the new [Hamas]
principal says if we don’t go
to school for a week, we’ll be
expelled.”
The Hamas regime
i n G a z a a nd t he Fat a hdominated administration of
President Mahmoud Abbas
in the West Bank have been
sharing the same educational
curriculum and exams.

Thomas Cooper Library
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2008 Welcome Week Tour Schedule

Did you know...
...more than half of Thomas Cooper
Library is underground?
...we have access to thousands of
research articles online?
...we have a coffee shop and
wireless internet access?

August 18th - August 21st, 2008
11:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.
Daily

Fall 2008 Tour Schedule
August 25th - September 18th, 2008
Mondays at 10:00 a.m.
Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Wednesdays at 2:30 p.m.
Thursdays at 3:30 p.m.
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Back to School 30% off sale
803.376.0066
1211 Lincoln Street
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Army begins classes at Fort Jackson
New school in Columbia specializes in
GED training for high school dropouts
looking to join U.S. armed forces
Susanne M. Schafer
The Associated Press

FORT JACKSON, S.C. — Austin Swarner
left high school to care for his mother
while she fought a losing battle with cancer.
Tony Brown wanted to begin supporting
himself and left two classes shy of a diploma.
Haelee Holden got tired of trying to make
it through school while f lipping burgers
until 1 a.m.
But the U.S. Army, eager to ﬁ ll its ranks
amid wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, doesn’t
see them as dropouts. They are recruits
who only need a GED before they’re ready
to begin basic training.
For these students, the Army formally
opens its ﬁ rst prep school Wednesday.
“It’s academic immersion,” explained
Col. Jeffrey Sanderson, chief of staff at Fort
Jackson, home of the Army’s largest basic
training school. “Our studies show that

with only three out of every 10 people of
military age being capable of joining the
Army, we are going to have to do something
different.”
That includes turning six World War
II era buildings at the base into a minicampus of spartan classrooms and barracks.
Under the year-long pilot project, classes of
about 60 soldiers will enter the month-long
program every week.
Their day begins in uniform at 5 a.m.
with physical training. Then they attend
about eight hou rs of academ ic rev iew
classes, followed by homework each evening.
An hour of marching drills and military
discipline is thrown in for good measure.
“It’s a tough, structured day. Some of
them have sat on the couch for 18 years,
but I haven’t heard any howling yet,” said
social studies instructor John Solis, one
of 14 certiﬁed teachers on hand. “By and
large, they are chomping at the bit. They
are ready to go.”
The soldiers work in small classrooms
outﬁtted with simple desks, chairs and dryerase boards. In-desk computers are used
for test-taking. Grouped three to four to a
class, the students hunch over special GED
preparation books, working on basic math,
social studies and reading
selections.
Recr u it s must score i n
the top half of the Army’s
apt it ude t e s t t o q u a l i f y
for t he prep sc ho ol a nd
get two tries at a General
Educational Development
certiﬁcate. If they still can’t
pass, the Army will release
them from their contract,
Sanderson said.
He said the Army prefers
t hose who graduate f rom
high school on t heir own
b e c au s e it demon s t r ate s
“tenacity.” But the reality of
current graduation rates has
the Army pressed to ﬁ nd an
alternative, Sanderson said.
Holden, 18, of Medford,
Ore., is racing through her
first week of practice tests
before taking a formal GED
exam soon. She left home at
16, one of nine children of a
mill worker, and wants to be

Mary Ann Chastain/ The Associated Press

Army private Edurado Arceo, of Pamona, Calif., studies at the new Fort Jackson school
for his General Educational Development certiﬁcate. The school is the ﬁrst of its kind.
a military police ofﬁcer.
“There’s no jobs out there, nothing. It’s
just horrible. And it got hard just trying to
support myself and go to school at the same
time,” Holden said.
Swarner, a native of Baton Rouge, La.,
left school in the ninth grade. Now 20, he
dreams of becoming a combat engineer.
With the small classes, hovering teachers
and a disciplined schedule, Swarner said he’s
learning quickly.
“The teachers here are helping a lot.
My best class is English. The hardest is
probably the math,” he said.
With the GED behind them, Swarner
and his classmates will enter basic training
at Fort Jackson, where more than half of all
incoming male soldiers and more than 80
percent of female recruits go through basic
combat training. Others will go to one of
the Army’s three other basic training sites.
Those entering prep school have signed
on for a two- to four-year stint, just like any
new recruit.
“We have two missions: get the GED and
prepare them physically and mentally for
basic training,” said the school’s commander,
Capt. Brian Gaddis.
Last October, Army officials said they

MINI ● Continued from 1A
c o lo r e d M I N I C o o p e r,
it w ill remind t hem
of my com m it ment to
s u st a i n abi l it y,” he s a id.
“St udents will remember
their president made a choice
relative to the mileage and
the environment.”
Pastides said the money
that will be used to buy the
car is not state or tuition
money. It come s f rom a
privately funded university
foundation.
“It’s been a tradition to

intended to expand the force by adding
74,000 soldiers by 2010, with the active duty
force growing to a total of 547,000.
But Sanderson said t he A r my’s ow n
studies show that only three in 10 people
ages 17 to 24 are eligible to enlist, with the
remainder barred by health or legal issues,
or the failure to earn a high school diploma
or equivalent.
A study issued by the National Priorities
Project released in January found that while
the A rmy has a goal that 90 percent of
recruits be high school graduates, it hadn’t
met that percentage since 2004. In the 2007
budget year, the Project found that only 71
percent of soldiers entering the service had
graduated.
Gaddis said he knows his students might
have quit high school, but he believes that
shouldn’t be held against them. He added
that the school is a move to reach those who
have been left behind, not to attract those
who are less qualified or lower than the
Army’s standards.
“These kids may have quit at some point,
but the big thing is, a lot of people have quit
on them,” Gaddis said. “We are not going
to allow them to quit.”

lease a car to the president
at this universit y, and it’s
ver y com mon at ot her
u n iversit ies as wel l,” he
said.
Past ides sa id he wa nt s
students to know “that with
all of the fantastic roads on
the car that a president can
choose, I wanted to choose
somet hing better for t he
environment.”

SENATE ● Continued from 1A

All Lotions

organizations and state
initiatives.
“I really want to take
the time to address the
issue of homelessness in
Columbia,” Gaeckle said.
There was also a first
reading of a resolution
dealing with classroom
campaigning, brought up
by Sen. Ebbie Yazdani. The
purpose of the resolution
is to provide for a better
classroom environment,
s a i d Ya z d a n i , a n d i t
would not allow verbal
campaigning to take place
in classrooms on campus.
“We want to make next
year’s election process as
fair as possible,” Yazdani
said.
A resolution to create a
multicultural presidential
cou ncil, which w ill
include several student
organizations on campus,
was passed by the Senate
with a unanimous vote of
33-0. The organizations
allowed to take part in the
council will be up to the
discretion of the Minority
Affairs Committee.
During the meeting,
Antonio stressed the need
for SG to remain focused
during the year.
“ We re a l l y nee d to
work hard to be united,”
Antonio said.
Ross and Antonio also
addressed the Senate on
how important it is to be
committed to SG.
“ I t ’s a d a y - b y - d a y
commitment, not
j u s t a w e e k- b y - w e e k
commitment,” A ntonio
said.

803-708-4880

Comments on this stor y?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.
sc.edu

Comments on this story? E-mail
sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu

Tropical Tan
519 Meeting St.
(just Across Gervais St. Bridge
next to ‘Subway’)

Tan for one Month

$31.50

Gamecock Fans!
Tan until 2009
Win 2 tickets to
USC’s Home Football
Game Against LSU!

$99

(One Entry For Each Purchase)

15% Off

WEAR YOUR COLORS
WHEREVER YOU ARE!

The Daily Gamecock ● THURSDAY, AUGUST 28, 2008

6A

Akron plans sewage funding
Thomas J. Sheeran
The Associated Press

He said money for
t he s c hol a r s h ip s wou ld
help st udent s at tend t he
Universit y of A k ron or a
trade school in the city, and
turning over the system to
a contractor would include
rate caps a nd ser v ice
guarantees.
Plusquellic said the plan
would address a brain drain
— a migration of talented
st udent s out of t he cit y.
The city’s population also
h a s d ropp e d 4 p er c e nt ,

that they eventually stay.
But the National
A s s o c i a t i o n
o f
St udent Fi na nc ia l A id
Administrators knows of no
other program that leases
a sewage system to pay for
college scholarships.
The University of Akron
has 24,000 students but only
about 60 0 f rom A k ron’s
publ ic s c ho ol s . Tu it ion
costs $8,382 a year for Ohio
residents.
Plusquellic’s plan is meant

AKRON, O hio - Some
people dub it “stools for
schools,” yet a plan to lease
the city’s sewage system gets
high marks from others.
Mayor Don Plusquellic
has proposed leasing t he
city-owned sewage system
to a private contractor for
up to $20 0 m i l l ion a nd
using the money to ﬁ nance
col lege schola r sh ips for
Akron’s public high school
graduates.
It’s a novel idea, but the
100 city workers who run
the sewage system oppose
the plan and have forced the
issue on the Nov. 4 ballot.
Opponents fear privatizing
public assets.
“Whenever you privatize
Tony Dejak / The Associated Press
somet hing, you lose
some cont rol, especially The city of Akron, Ohio, wants to use revenue from its
c o n t r o l l i n g t h e s e w e r toilet drainage to address a perceived ‘brain drain.’
rates,” said Willie Smith,
57, a retired stagehand and
com mu n it y act iv ist who t o 2 0 7,93 4 , s i n c e 2 0 0 0 to subsidize any remaining
fears private operation will because of a decline in the t u i t i o n a f t e r o t h e r
scholarships and grants that
lead to skyrocketing sewage manufacturing industry.
Plusquellic’s plan is a twist a student gets.
rate hikes.
But there’s a hook: Plan
P l u s q u e l l i c , t h o u g h , on programs in other U.S.
bristles at the notion and cities, including Kalamazoo, bac ker s f avor a 30 -yea r
said the deal amounts to a Mich., that offer scholarships r e s i d e n c y r e q u i r e m e n t
to students with the hope t o m a x i m i z e r e t u r n o n
trade-off.
investment.
St udents who receive a
scholarship would sign a
contract and agree to pay
Akron the equivalent of the
city’s municipal income tax
rate for up to 30 years on
future income if they choose
to live and work elsewhere,
said Rick Merolla, Akron’s
service director.
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Stephan Savoia / The Associated Press

Delegates celebrate the Democratic Party’s nomination of Barack Obama, D-Ill.

Dems make Obama pick oﬃcial
Denver convention attendees
make acclamation to fanfare
David Espo
The Associated Press

DENVER — Barack Obama stepped
triumphantly into histor y Wednesday
night, the first black American to win a
major party presidential nomination, as
thousands of Democrats transformed their
convention hall into a joyful, shouting
celebration.
Former rival Hillary Rodham Clinton
asked delegates to the party convention to
make their verdict unanimous “in the spirit
of unity, with the goal of victory.” And they
did, with a roar.
Competing chants of “Obama” and “Yes
we can” surged up from the convention
ﬂoor as the outcome of a carefully scripted
roll call of the states was announced.
Obama was across town in his hotel
suite as the party punched his ticket into
the general election campaign against
Republican Sen. John McCain. He was
expected to brieﬂy visit the Pepsi Center
later in the evening to thank the delegates.
The polls showed a close race ahead with
the 72-year-old McCain, a former Vietnam
prisoner of war, and Obama was hoping
Democrats would leave their convention

united despite the hard feelings remaining
from a bruising primary campaign that
stretched over 18 months.
Former President Bill Clinton did his
part, delivering a strong pitch for the
man who outmaneuvered his wife for the
nomination. “Everything I’ve learned in
eight years as president and the work I’ve
done since, in America and across the globe,
has convinced me that Barack Obama is the
man for this job,” he said, to loud cheers.
Michelle Obama, watching from her seat
in the balcony, stood and applauded as the
former president praised her man.
The convention ends Thursday with
Obama’s acceptance speech, an event
expected to draw a crowd of 75,000 at a
nearby football stadium where an elaborate
backdrop was under construction.
Obama’s nom inat ion was t he main
event of an evening that also included the
installation of his choice of Delaware Sen.
Joseph Biden as vice presidential running
mate.
In prepared remarks, Biden said Obama
was right about Iraq, a war he opposed from
the start, and McCain was wrong.
“These times require more than a good
soldier. They require a wise leader,” Biden
said. “A leader who can deliver change. The
change that everybody knows we need.”
Obama isn’t the ﬁ rst black man to seek
the White House, but he is the ﬁrst with a
chance to win it.
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City would use waste
management privatization
money for scholarships
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Oﬀ shore oil
drilling fails
to tap into
basic logic

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor

BRAD MAXWELL
Copy Desk Chief

AMANDA DAVIS
News Editor

Long timeline, low yields
prevent new open areas
from making much impact
Ever seen t hat bumper
st icker t hat reads “fourthirds of A mericans don’t
understand fractions?” Well,
it may be a joke, but it’s no
laughing matter that a recent
sur vey shows
three-fourths
of A mericans
s u p p o r t
increased
of f s hor e
drilling.
They’re wrong,
RYAN QUINN and the entire
First-year
U.S. economy
print
and foreig n
journalism
relations — not
student
just the polar
bears — w ill
pay for it if they don’t wise
up.
It seems simple, right? We
don’t have enough oil right
now, so we just get some more.
In the Atlantic, the Artic, the
Amazon, wherever, it doesn’t
matter. But the fact is that
we won’t be able to extract
any crude oil for another ten
years. We’ll have to run the
legislation through a gauntlet
of vetoing Democrats, build
the oil rigs, the reﬁneries and
the pipelines and even after all
of that, experts indicate that
the amount of oil extracted
will likely be minimal.
But e v e r y o ne a l r e ad y
knows that. So why the 75
percent support rate? Because
pro-drillers, including John
McCain and the governor
of ou r g reat st ate, have
extolled the “psychological
factor” of building our own
plants, citing that since the
oil market is based largely on
speculation, the mere threat
of drilling our own oil will
drive prices down.
True, speculat ion does
affect prices, but are they
really insinuating that OPEC
— the people who actually
control the world’s oil supply
— don’t know that it will take
ten years for the ﬁrst drop of
oil? And furthermore, that
OPEC doesn’t understand
that it will still control the
majority of U.S. oil when the
decade is up? Ludicrous.
B a r ac k Ob a m a s t at e d
recently that his energy policy,
which promises nearly 100
percent independence from
foreign oil, will take no more
than ten years to complete.
But even t hat promise is
fading quickly. As the race
between Obama and McCain
tightens, Obama has began
pandering to that stubborn
three-fourths by reversing
his position, allowing limited
offshore drilling along with
his initial plans.
Worse yet, he has suggested
releasing 70,000 barrels from
the Strategic Oil Reserve.
Not only has this tactic been
denounced by experts as
fruitless in reducing prices,
it is worrisome to all those
concerned with homeland
security and has neocons Sean
Hannity and Rush Limbaugh
ranting about how it’ll be
impossible conquer Europe
if American tanks don’t have
gas in their engines. This is
especially sad since Obama
had denounced the gimmicky
gas-tax holiday.
Unless these three-fourths
wise up soon, there won’t
even be an alternative energy
policy to endorse. Then, it’ll
be too late to change opinion,
and that is something that
our wallets, cars, children
and yes, even the polar bears,
will never let us forget.
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IN OUR OPINION

YOU MUST BE THIS TALL TO RIDE THE NEWSROOM

Change comes with high price tag
Technological advances
don’t always improve
life, may invade privacy
Usually the point of an
opinion piece is to have
an opinion. In a departure
from the
tradition of
the column,
I’ve got a
question, not
an answer.
I’ve done
a modicu m
of read i ng
MICHAEL
BAUMANN
in the f ield
Fourth-year
of polit ical
print
t heor y. To
journalism
some, t h is
student
i s a r at her
esoteric
field, apart from pulling
John Locke’s “separation
of church and state” idea
out of the context of its
t ime a nd completely
misrepresenting it … but
that’s another column.
Today I concern myself
w it h Edmu nd Bu rke, a
contemporary, friend and
sometime antagonist of
Thomas Paine. Burke was
the father of traditional
conservatism, a movement
t hat has as much to do

with libertarianism as any
other modern mainstream
ideology. Burke argued the
importance of tradition and
warned against the sudden
and violent revolution that
Paine and, it seems, most
people today, favor.
We’ve seen a presidential
campaig n r u n almost
completely on the
watchword of change. This
isn’t a dig at Obama so
much as an opportunit y
t o p o s e t he f ol low i n g
question: Is change always
good?
C h a nge h a s brought
us t he convenience and
freedom of cars, but also
their dangers: pollution, oilcentered foreign policy and
stock car racing. Change
has brought us cinema and
television, allowing us to
see anything from Michael
Phelps’ swimming exploits
i n B e iji n g t o ele c t ion
cover age i n rea l t i me.
But it has also brought us
24 -hour news net works
that overemphasize trivial
stories to fill airtime, sat
us down in front of the
tube instead of taking us
out side and made what
few dinners we still eat as

families revolve around
reruns of “Seinfeld” (great
as they might be) instead of
conversation.
I’m not a Luddite by any
stretch of the imagination.
I watch tons of television,
I’d rather drive than walk
most places and I’m giving
serious thought to voting
f o r t h e c a n d i d at e f o r
whom the word “change”
is as much a vocal tic as
anything else. But I can’t
help but wonder if ou r
societ y is t he dog t hat
caught the car — we’ve
advanced so far so quickly
that we don’t really know
what to do with ourselves.
My mother jokes
occasionally about some
advances in technolog y
a nd ot her f ront s being
waypoints on the march
to Big Brother at best, to
Armageddon at worst. The
iPhone is probably not
going to evolve into the
Mark of the Beast, but it is
worth taking into account
whether we want all the
baggage that comes with
having the world at our
ﬁngertips all the time.
I’m not sure if it’s worth
it.

THE KIMI LAB

Death sentence ﬁt for child rapists
Capital punishment only
acceptable for murder,
crimes against children
In the short span of a
week, the Supreme Court
took some tough cases to
task and
made a few
landmark
rulings this
sum mer.
One such
r u l i n g
concerned
t he deat h
KIMI
penalty and
TIMMERS
child rapists,
Fourth-year
and although
print
it was a 5-4
journalism
student
decision,
t he Cou rt
declared that child rapists
cannot receive the death
penalty.
S i n c e 19 76 , c a p i t a l
p u n i s h m e nt h a s b e e n
banned for rape, and thus
it applies only to murder
— the punishment ﬁts the
crime. I understand and
respect this reasoning; in
general, the death penalty
is not somet hing t hat I
endorse.
That said, a rape victim
has to live and deal with

the trauma resulting from
the attack. Life is over for
murder victims, but life is
irrevocably changed for
victims of rape. They can
certainly recover, but the
enormity of what they must
work through — and the
nightmarish reality of what
happened — is a torturous
process. I don’t think I’m
being presumpt uous in
assuming that things will
never quite be the same for
a rape victim.
So with that in mind,
I can not even beg in to
imagine what this same
process would be like for
a child. They are young
and have their whole life
ahead of t hem, but t he
long-lasting effects of this
trauma cannot be ignored.
Further, some victims of
child abuse and molestation
can carry these patterns
i nt o t h e i r a d u lt h o o d ,
therefore harming more
lives.
As a civilized societ y,
there are criminal acts we
should not tolerate. Child
rape is one of them, an
act so heinous that even
other criminals shun the
perpetrators in prison. Few
things, if any, eclipse the

moral depravity of harming
a child.
Of cou r se, t here a re
some considerations that
should be kept in mind.
For example, an 18-yearold who is caught having
consensual sex with his
16-year-old girlfriend can
be forced to register as a
sex offender. I hardly think
that situation is fair, as it
lu mps i n nocent people
in with truly dangerous
predators. Additionally,
ex tensive DNA test i ng
should be done in these
c a s e s , a nd e x e c u t io n s
carried out only if guilt is
beyond any doubt.
I’m a l l for usi ng t he
death penalty only when
necessar y, but t he fact
t hat a let ha l i njec t ion
is considered “cruel and
unusual punishment” is
absolutely ludicrous when
one thinks of all a child
rapist has done. Rape in
itself is a horrifying crime,
but to put a child through
that hellish experience is
above and beyond cruel
and unusual. The child
may not be dead, but in this
case, capital punishment
for these rapists fits the
crime.

Something ruﬄing your feathers?
We want to know.
Write a letter to the editor at gamecockeditor@sc.edu

Gameday means it’s
time to get noisy, silly
R-O-W-D-I-E — That’s the way we spell “Crush
N.C. State.”
The spread might be double digits, but this is a
statement game — a dominating performance against
the Wolfpack will set the tone for when the Dawgs
come to town. With a rounded-out roster, this season
has potential, but home ﬁeld advantage has to mean
advantage.
Every time a student from A labama remarks,
not quite the same ‘up
It’s your duty to get “It’s
here,’” it’s embarrassing.
rowdy and make Every team we play should
look forward to the seasons
State’s offensive they don’t have to make a
series as difﬁcult trip to Williams-Brice.
Students lucky enough
as possible. to attend need to scream,
holler and generally get pumped up. Don’t worry
about what Mr. Too Cool thinks two rows back or
what people might say should the ESPN camera swing
by. With countless enthusiastic students dying to get
tickets who got left out, it’s not just a suggestion: It’s
your duty to get rowdy and make State’s offensive
series as difﬁcult as possible.
It should go without saying that getting raucous
doesn’t involve throwing water bottles, starting ﬁghts
or generally acting like a jerk. Violence is wholly
unacceptable — although a little innocent ribbing
never killed anybody.
Most importantly, the noise doesn’t stop till the
clock does — while the game will hopefully be over
shortly into the third quarter, let them hear it all
night. Consider it practice for the close games down
the stretch.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com
or send letters to the editor at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
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SC Football Vault Signing with author Elizabeth West
August 29, 2008 2:00-4:00pm Barnes & Noble Russell House Bookstore
September 13, 11:00-2:00pm Addams University Bookstore
September 20, 1:00pm, Walmart on Harbison
September 28, 2:00-4:00pm Richland Mall Barnes & Noble
December 13, 2:00-4:00pm RIchland Mall Barnes & Noble
SOUTH CAROLINA GAMECOCKS HISTORY DETAILED IN FOOTBALL VAULT™ BOOK
Few schools in the country have such a devoted fan base as the University of
South Carolina, and no other book captures the history of their beloved Gamecocks like the University of South Carolina Football Vault™: The History of the
Gamecocks. As much a scrapbook as it is a history book, opening the vault is like
getting a guided tour through your own personal South Carolina football museum.
Author Elizabeth Cassidy West cut her teeth on Gamecocks football from an early
age by attending games with her father, Joel Cassidy. West, the University of South
Carolina archivist, mixes great game coverage with behind-the-scenes anecdotes
and personal stories to present a view of South Carolina football that you won’t
find anywhere else.
The book combines fascinating tales of Gamecock legends — Billy Laval, Rex
Enright, Paul Dietzel, Jim Carlen, Lou Holtz, Joe Morrison, Steve Wadiak, “Deacon”
Dan Reeves, Bobby Bryant, Alex Hawkins, Jeff Grantz, George Rogers, Sterling
Sharpe and more — with never-before-published historic photographs and
replicas
of unique
p
q memorabilia tucked inside the ppages.
g

THE FORUM
Reader comments from DailyGamecock.com
In response to “AAAS
stresses involvement
on campus” by Sean
Gruber
A f rican A merican
st udent s def in itely
need to be involved in a
greater variety of student
organizat ions. The
workforce will not afford
them the opportunity to
congregate in groups. So,
it will be a good idea for
t hem to be exposed to
more of those dynamics
pr ior to ex it i ng t he
University.
A lso, t here needs to
be greater emphasis on
academ ic excel lence.
Some students are doing
great, but more to step
up. Students talk about an
assortment of topics, but
spend little time sharing
what they are learning in
class with others.
I am glad to see that there
is a level of responsibility
for recognizing the need
for change as well as the
willingness to make the
necessary adjustments to
move t he organizat ion
further.
i think this organization
is racist. could a white,
oriental, asian, or native
american belong to this
organization? doubtful.
would the university of
sout h carolina allow a
st udent association for
white-only, students?
W hile A A A S’s main
goal is to reach out to the
black student community,
that does not mean the
organization has a “blacks
only” policy.
Believe it or not, not
e ver y memb er of t he
org a n izat ion is black .
There are white and asian
members of A A AS and

they participate without
fear of being ridiculed or
ostracized (which they
are not any way). There
a re people of m i xed
nationalities who belong
to the organization as well,
and as are accepted like all
the other members.
Besides, we bot h
know there are student
o r g a n i z at io n s w it h a
completely white (or some
race ot her t han black)
membership. People have
a tendency to gravitate
toward commonalities, so
of course the groups are
the way they are.
W h at do you t h i n k
members of the
commu nit y, especially
black organizations would
call it if white students
had an organization that
seeked to “unify whites?”
Yo u k n o w w h at t h e y
would call it? The KKK,
the White Supremacists,
Skinheads and any other
hate group of which you
can name. These types of
organizations do nothing
to unify anyone but in fact
do just the opposite. They
are extremely divisive. I
am tired of the double
standard. Do away with
these group for blacks,
just like they are morally
prohibited for whites in
society.

In response to
“Alcohol no machoism sy mbol, toy
f or u n der a g e” b y
Monique Cunin
Th is rem i nds me of
that one time I drank a
case of king cobras and
then wrestled a pride of
lions. After taking down
t he l ion s a nd m a k i ng
a cape out of t he head
lion I proceeded to pick

up a humble apprentice,
chuck norris. I taught him
how to roundhouse kick
and grow a beard. After
completing my training i
sent him into the world to
fulﬁll his destiny.
I would have done it
myself but my buzz was
wearing off.
How macho am i?
If you were to take any
basic social sciences class,
t hey wou ld teach you
about causal relationships
and what you need for
s omet h i n g t o q u a l i f y
a s a c au s e a nd ef fec t
relationship.
The t wo t h i ngs you
mentioned (raising the
d r i n k i ng age a nd t he
reduction in drunk driving
fatalities under 21) are not
necessarily as related as
you think. References are
also really nice (otherwise
we can all claim general
trends).
Sounds to me like you
might have data to support
your claims that “drunk
driving fatalities among
those under the age 21 has
decreased.” You should
be the wanting to plead
your case to the Amethyst
Initiative right away if you
are correct, and I urge
you to. However, being a
member of MADD you ﬁt
my stereotype completely
i n m y p r e v iou s p o s t .
Do you t hink t hat t he
increase in seat belt use,
mandatory airbags, roads
being safer than ever, and
police enforcing traffic
with new technologies and
with more efﬁciency have
anything to do with it???
If not then I say we get rid
of all of that. Who needs
airbags, cops, and seatbelts
when we can just raise the
drinking age to 25 to cut
down even more deaths!!!

SOMEWHERE BETWEEN
SEARCHING FOR YOUR

phone, iPod, camera and laptop,
IT HITS YOU.

You need an iPhone!

Preferably one that’s FREE! Good thing we’re giving
one away every Friday through October*.
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to enter.

*iPhone giveaway ends October 17, 2008.
Text message entries of “USC” must be sent to 30364 by October 17, 2008. One winner will be selected at random each week from all
eligible entries received. This sweepstakes is not af liated with or endorsed by Apple Inc. Please visit iaspyre.com for full contest rules.

“I have taken more out of alcohol than alcohol has
taken out of me.” — Sir Winston Churchill
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Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Students show support for Gamecock football
by wearing seersucker suits, sundresses, jerseys
Ellen Meder

ASSISTANT MIX EDITOR

The a nt icipat ion of football season has been
growing exponentially all summer in the hearts of
Gamecock students, and with the ﬁ rst game comes a
wave of unwavering school spirit.
With the joys of football come entirely unique sets
of social situations designed to proclaim one’s love of
the team.
Along with the decibels of cheering, the wit of the
posters and the sheer knowledge of the sport, the
clothing that fans choose to wear to the game is often
taken as an indicator for support of the team.
W hen it comes to “dressing out,” there are two
main camps at USC: decked out in every article of
Gamecocks merchandise ever created or dressed for a
Southern garden party.
All across the South, college football is uniquely
celebrated with sundresses, pearls, seersucker suits
and bow ties.
Many non-Southerners perceive the phenomenon

attire is second-year athletic training student Dillon
as exclusive to the Greek system.
When asked about attending football games with Smith.
“I dress in a Troy Williamson jersey, Under Armour
her Greek organization, Alison Walker, a secondyear retail and fashion merchandising student from shorts, long socks and the garnet wig to top it off.
Texas, said that she dresses in her black cotton dress What I wear is about as crazy as I am in the stands. I
and garnet jewelry because it’s “tradition. The girls am the extreme, though,” he said.
For third-year business student Matt Torcasso, his
before me dressed in black dresses and USC-themed
gear is a matter of practicality.
accessories, so I follow in their footsteps.”
“I can appreciate Carolina tradition and dressing up
Caroline Scrantom, a third-year political science
student, agreed that “dressing up for football games for games, but unlike Carolina Cup, Williams-Brice
sets us apart and helps Gamecock football maintain is a sweat y, jam-packed stadium, and I definitely
its tradition. It’s a classier way to wake up in the prefer my football jersey and cargo shorts.”
Out-of-state students catch on too.
morning and support our school for the day and gives
“It didn’t seem like that big of a deal because to me
us a sense of pride.”
However, with only 15 percent of USC’s student the important thing about supporting the team was
body involved in social fraternities and sororities, attendance, not dress,” said ﬁ rst-year international
there appears to be more to prim-and-proper dress relations student and Ohio native Lisa Splawinski of
for the down-and-dirt y sport than defined social her native Buckeye State,
So, whether you choose to support the Gamecocks
groups.
“In the East, college football is a cultural exercise. with matching accessories and palmetto-adorned bow
On the West Coast, it is a tourist attraction. In the ties or covering every inch of exposed skin in garnet
Midwest, it is cannibalism. But in the South, college body paint, there’s no wrong way to go when it comes
football is a religion, and every Saturday is a holy to supporting the Gamecocks.
day,” said Marino Casem, former chief at hlet ics
administrator at Louisiana’s Alcorn State University.
On the opposite end of the spectrum from Sabbath Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

Regional
Concert
Calendar
COLUMBIA
KD Safran/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

HEADLINERS Sept. 5 Trapt; Sept. 17 Drive-By Truckers; Sept. 20
Flogging Molly

Za’s Pizza, with locations at Devine Street and Sparkleberry Crossing Road, frequently features live musical acts.

Za’s Pizza offers distinctive
creations at reasonable prices
Mediterranean restaurant incorporates high-quality
ingredients in traditional brick oven pies, provides
extensive selection of creative calzones, pastas
“Za’s Brick Oven Pizza”
★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩

Marin Mueller

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Although USC students have scores of options when
it comes to ordering pizza, one clearly stands above the
others.
Unlike many of its competitors, Za’s doesn’t aim for
colossally large slices and isn’t open until almost dawn,
but the restaurant’s focus on high-quality ingredients and
creative recipes certainly hasn’t gone unnoticed by patrons.
By integrating traditional brick oven pizza baking with
unexpected ingredients and a casual atmosphere, Za’s stands
out among the many restaurants in Columbia.
The menu at Za’s ranges from “Zappetizers” to “Zastas,”
and despite the incredibly repetitive use of corny, Zarelated puns, the food doesn’t disappoint. The appetizers
merge traditional Italian recipes with both Mexican and
Mediterranean twists.
The Crab Cakes Santa Fe Style are especially good, using
red peppers and chipotle sauce to give them an unexpected
zip, while the garnish of aioli sauce complements the crab
meat.
One of the more traditional options, Za’s Parmesan
Cheese Bread, sounds unoriginal, but the blend of spices
used, paired with Za’s brick oven cooking, separates the dish
from other cheese breads.
By far the best dishes that Za’s offers are its brick-oven
baked calzones and pizzas, referred to as “Zones” and “Zas,”
respectively. The variety of Zones available is incredibly
diverse, ranging from the Traditional Zone which offers
Italian sausage, fresh pepperoni and mozzarella cheese and
vegetables to the far quirkier Dr. Feelgood Zone, which is
stuffed with ham, turkey, two types of cheeses and lots of

fresh tomatoes.
While the decision to combine a gyro and a calzone seems
odd, the resulting product is said to be one of the restaurant’s
most popular items. The pizzas offered on the menu span
across an even wider range of diverse options, drawing
inspiration from Greece, the Northern coast of California
and the Southwest.
In fact, despite the number of creative risks taken, only
one can be objectively called a ﬁasco — the Smoked Salmon
Za, with its combination of capers, salmon, garlic and gouda
cheese, combines more ﬂavors than one thin crust pizza can
accommodate.
The best feature of the Za’s menu is the option to create
your own pizza. The options provided include nine different
sauces (I especially like the tomato and garlic pesto), four
types of seafood, 14 different cheeses — including a soybased cheese for those who don’t eat dairy — 15 meats,
ranging from traditional pepperoni to a London broil for
the truly adventurous. And to any vegetarian’s delight, there
are 26 different fruits and vegetables.
Any combination of these can be served on an eight- or
14-inch thin crust, and most eight-inch pizzas still cost
around $10.
Beyond an extensive menu, Za’s also offers a relaxed
atmosphere and live music most Wednesday nights. Next
Wednesday, for example, the Gene Dykes Big Band will play,
followed by steel drum group Island Close By on September
24th. The music selection is as diverse as the menu at Za’s and
augments the restaurant’s comfortable atmosphere.
Za’s offers a wide selection of pizzas, pastas and calzones
that use high quality ingredients while keeping costs low.
When you’re craving pizza but can’t stand the thought of
eating at the Mellow Mushroom for the sixth weekend in
a row, Za’s offers something slightly different but just as
good.
More information can be found at zasbrickovenpizza.com.
Za’s has two locations — one on Devine Street and one in
Northeast Columbia on Sparkleberry Crossing Road.

Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

NEW BROOKLAND TAVERN Aug. 30 Matt Pryor; Sept. 2 American
Aquarium; Sept. 9 All Get Out; Sept. 10 1997; Sept. 15
Horse the Band, So Many Dynamos; Sept. 16 Straylight Run

COLONIAL CENTER Sept. 6 Flashback: The Classic Rock
Experience

CHARLESTON
MUSIC FARM Sept. 4 Sevendust; Sept. 13 Corey Smith; Sept. 24
Pinback

CHARLOTTE
AMOS’ SOUTHEND Sept. 10 Candlebox; Sept. 18 Drive-By
Truckers
VERIZON WIRELESS AMPHITHEATRE Sept. 17 3 Doors Down; Sept.
27 Mary J. Blige

CRICKET ARENA Sept. 24 O.A.R.

ATLANTA

VARIETY PLAYHOUSE Sept. 5 Aimee Mann; Sept. 15 Mogwai; Sept. 25
Henry Rollins; Sept. 26 Stereolab; Sept. 29 The Kooks
VERISON WIRLESS AMPHITHEATRE Aug. 29 John Mayer; Sept.
27 O.A.R.; Oct. 4 Alan Jackson; Oct. 5 The Black Crowes

TABERNACLE Sept. 24 The Mars Volta; Sept. 30 Tegan & Sara;
Oct. 1 The Raconteurs

MASQUERADE Sept. 13 Between the Buried and Me; Oct. 1
Against Me!, Ted Leo & the Pharmacists

CHASTAIN PARK AMPHITHEATRE Aug. 29 The Regeneration Tour;
Sept. 13 Indigo Girls

5 things were
obsessing
about
this
week

GONZO

Colin Jones

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Life and Work of Dr.
Hunter S. Thompson
Released on July 4th into independent theaters across
America, Alex Gibney’s documentary “Gonzo: The Life
and Work of Dr. Hunter S. Thompson” offers an intimate
look into the life of a true rebel journalist. Here at The
Mix we have an afﬁnity to the work of Thompson and ﬁnd
his work innovative and inspirational. The documentary,
narrated by actor and Thompson friend Johnny Depp,
delves into the events that inspired Thompson and the
people who were affected by his work. Gibney interviews
such famous faces as President Jimmy Carter, Rolling
Stone publisher Jann Wenner and Thompson’s wife Anita
Thompson. These personal insights reveal a man wrought
with turmoil but ﬁlled with the desire to achieve greatness.
Rest in Peace, Doctor.

Mike
Birbiglia

Dexter

This quirky and often
awkward New York-based
comedian has been a rising
star on the comedy scene for
the past two years. Birbiglia delivers his strange
and oddly normal tales not only onstage, but
also from his blog, My Secret Public Journal.
These hilarious stories range from an awkward
confrontation with Hardball’s Chris Matthews to
a charity golf tournament that backﬁred horribly.
If you haven’t heard of Birbiglia yet, don’t worry,
you will soon. The comedian is slated to ﬁlm a
pilot for CBS based on his stories and has an offBroadway play called “Sleepwalk With Me” due
to premiere in October. Get ready for this king of
the awkward comedy.

Since its killer debut in late 2006, Showtime’ss
“Dexter” has been leaving an impression on criticss
and fans alike. Here at The Mix, we too were unablee
to resist the charms of a likeable serial killer. “Dexter,” based
d
on Jeff Lindsay’s 2004 novel “Darkly Dreaming Dexter,””
follows a seemingly mild-mannered blood spatter analyst forr
the Miami Police Department (Michael C. Hall) who lives a
double life as a serial killer. Dexter’s method of murder proves
to be unorthodox for the typical serial murderer: He only kills other killers. The show’s
plot twists and engrossing character development involving those who surround Dexter are
addictive and enthralling. With a Season 3 premier set for September 28th, we at The Mix
cannot wait for our next ﬁ x of “Dexter.”

Democraticstuff.com

While not for the Republican-minded, Democraticstuff.com offers a
lighter take on campaign paraphernalia. Indeed the site features the typical antiBush goods, but in addition they provide some of the funniest campaign buttons
The Mix has ever seen. In playing off the “your group for random presidential candidate” gear of the past, the
site sells buttons that proudly proclaim Cat Lovers for Obama, Tree Huggers for Obama, Trains for Obama and
many more. Democraticstuff.com also allows the shopper to personalize their democratic garb such as yard signs
and T-shirts with his or her name. While we may not be willing to admit a bias here at The Mix, we will admit
that these buttons are quite entertaining.

Facebook: Search
Remedy Northside

Justin Smith
DOORS 8PM • $5

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

remedy@northsidebaptist.org
803.796.9786 | www.northsidebaptist.org

700 Gervais St.

Fri. 8.29

Tickets at www.etix.com
Rock 93.5 “Friday Night Live” Presents

w/ Call Me Much
The D ir ty Lowdown

Fri. 9.5

DOORS 8PM • $5

Sat. 8.30

Starseed Project
Rock 93.5 “Friday Night Live” Presents

Trapt

w/ Everythi ng Af ter
Apr il’s Fall
DOORS 8PM • $12 ADV • $14 DOS

Fri. 9.12

DOORS 7PM • $6 ADV • $8 DOS

Wed. 9.10

Sent By Ravens
w/ Ocean is Theory Valkyr ie

Rock 93.5 “Friday Night Live” Presents

Same As It Ever Was
(Talki ng Heads Tr ibute)
DOORS 8PM • $5

DOORS 8PM • $18 ADV • $20 DOS

Wed. 9.17

Drive-By Truckers
Fri. 9.19

Coffee

As Greg Hidlay stated in
yesterday’s coffee article,
students are infatuated
with coffee. Here at The
Mix we’re no different than
every other student on
campus. This glorious liquid
helps us have the energy to
pump out this section. In
fact we consume it so much
that we should just have a
direct IV of caffeine straight
into our femoral arteries. So
while you’re enjoying your
next cup of coffee, no matter
how you take it, think of us.

Rock 93.5 “Friday Night Live” Presents

Will Hoge
w/ The Everyday F ields
Katie Herzig
DOORS 8PM • $10 ADV • $12 DOS

w/ The Loved Ones
DOORS 8PM • $22.50 ADV • $25 DOS

Sat. 9.20

Flogging Molly
www.headlinerscolumbia.com
www.m yspace.com/headliners

BOOK YOUR NEXT SORORIT Y, FRATERNIT Y OR
STUDENT ORGANIZATION EVENT!
EMAIL: HEADLINERSCOLUMBIA@HOTMAIL.COM
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Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock
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The Scene
@ USC

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock
INDIANA JONES & THE KINGDOM OF THE
CRYSTAL SKULL
9 p.m., Free
Russell House Theater

Today

Tomorrow

MADE OF HONOR
6 p.m., Free
Russell House Theater
HEKTER HEKTER, THE FREELOADERS, JOHN
BURNS IN SPACE

Spurned◆ By Jarad Greene

8 p.m., $5 Over 21 / $7 Under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
BRICK LANE
6 p.m. and 8:15 p.m., $5.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.
SHAWN’S BIG LOVE RETRO DANCE NIGHT
FREE
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.,

NE W BR O O K L A ND TAV ER N ’ S 4T H
A NNI V ER S A RY W I T H DA NN Y & MIK E
FEATURING SANDINISTAS! & MOMMY’S
LITTLE MONSTER
8 p.m., $5 Over 21 / $7 Under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
JUSTIN SMITH AND THE FOLK HOP BAND,
CALL ME MUCH
8 p.m., $5
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.
ENCOUNTER AT THE END OF THE WORLD
6 p.m. and 8 p.m., $5.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.

HOROSCOPES

8/28/08

1234567890-=
ARIES If your mate is
getting more argumentative,
get used to it. There will be
more competition, too, for
the next few weeks. You can
hold your own.
TAURUS Put of f a
major purchase for just a
little while. Do a few more
hours’ work and what would
now be a stretch will become
affordable. It’s wonderful
how that happens.
GEMINI It’s getting
easier to express your true
feelings again. Th is is
especially true when you’re
with somebody you love. In
fact, you can bet on it. Set a
romantic scene.
C A NC ER A s k for
what you’ve got coming, and
you’re liable to get it. Then,
ask for what you want, just
for the fun of it. Be charming
and win big.
LEO During the next

few weeks, you can make a
lot of money. Don’t spend
it all on toys. Get a couple
of things to help you update
your skills. Think about it
ﬁrst.
V IRGO Don’t take
on the majority of the work;
spread it around. It’s true,
you can do most jobs better
than anyone else, but don’t.
It’s important for them to
learn.
LIBRA You’re learning
new ways to express yourself.
This is a wonderful thing.
People will find it easier to
understand your brilliant
percept ions. A pict ure is
worth at least a thousand
words.
SCOR PIO An
opportunity to advance in
your career is coming up
soon. You’ll gain the inside
track by ﬁnishing something
you’ve already promised to
do. You know what it is.

S AGI T TA R I US
New energy from far away
spurs your team to greater
success. Your team is getting
smarter too, and that never
hu r t s . E nc ou r a g e t he m
and make sure they stay on
track.
CAPRICORN You’ll
be asked to report on what
you’ve recently learned. How
can you apply this education
in a practical sense? To get
the right answer, think not
in words, but in numbers.
AQUARIUS You’ll
have to stand back and let
somebody else perform for a
while. Rely on your partner
to achieve the next success
for you both.
PISCES There’s a little
more work involved now, but
it’s certainly not going to kill
you. It’s the push that sends
you over the top. Give it all
you’ve got.

ACROSS
1 Conspicuous
jewelry
6 Headliner
10 Took off
14 In-car music source
15 Possess
16 Rod in a hot rod
17 Online periodical
18 Figure-skater's leap
19 Part of a rosary
20 Cost of some
French art?
23 Disencumber
24 Majority of V
25 To a large extent
27 Despising
31 Ignominy
33 __ you the clever
one!
DOWN

34 Comic King

Solutions from 8/27/08

35 Persia, today

1 Engendered

39 Dutch/Mexican

2 Kick back

portraitist?

3 Beatnik's "Gotcha!"

42 Competent

4 Santa Maria's

43 Kissing equipment

sister?

44 Greek fabler

5 Divides evenly by

45 Glasgow's river

6 Puppeteer Lewis

47 Put a value on

7 Hack

48 Part of the foot

8 Opposite of sans

51 Beer choice

9 On topic

52 After expenses

10 Test facility

53 Surrealist in the

11 Put forth effort

White House?

12 Thrash about

60 Part of a grove

13 Trustbuster

Andersen

50 Alloy of iron

62 Felon, to a cop

Roosevelt

34 Surrounded by

51 More than enough

63 Popeye's gal

21 Sty resident

36 Ploy

54 Son of Jacob

64 Even once

22 Sleuth Spade

37 Writer Oz

55 Part of the eye

65 Really, really bad

26 Captures

38 Fuzzy rests?

56 Nastase of tennis

66 Wallet ﬁns

27 Sounds of laughter

40 Hanging insect trap

57 Hindu deity

28 Bedouin, e.g.

41 Lightened up on

58 History

68 Stand up

29 Snitch

46 Was in front

59 Capone's undoer

69 Phobias

30 Bug

47 In the manner of

61 Afore

31 Incline

48 Pentium maker

32 __ Christian

49 Filled with

67 Singer Lovett

chutzpah
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Junior quarterback Tommy Beecher wasn’t sure he would stick
around past his freshman year; thanks to faith and
perseverance, now he’s on top of the world
Chris Cox

STAFF WRITER

Tommy Beecher can only smile when he is reminded
that he’ll make the ﬁ rst start of his career tonight
against the N.C. State Wolfpack.
“I’m ready for Thursday to come. I’ve been waiting
a long time for this,” Beecher said on Sunday. “I’m
excited. I’ve had a lot of time to think about this,
and I’m just ready for it to come.”
“A long time” is an understatement for the
redshirt junior. After all, it was Beecher who
nearly transferred out of the program two years
ago after finding himself buried on the depth
chart.
After leading his Concord High School football team to
its ﬁ rst state championship in 75 years during his senior
season in 2004, Beecher’s future was anything but clear.
The only school to ofﬁcially extend him a scholarship
offer was Division 1-AA Richmond, while the hometown
Duke Blue Devils sought Beecher’s services at a position other
than quarterback.
“Duke wanted me to play tight end,” Beecher said. “But I didn’t
want to play tight end. I think they had signed the quarterback they
wanted [in the 2005 class].”
It was clearly tough for Beecher, who had a strong passion and desire to play for his hometown
university.
“I grew up in North Carolina and was a big Duke fan,” Beecher said. “My mom and all of my
uncles went to Duke.”
However, one team’s trash was another’s treasure.
After USC Coach Steve Spurrier was hired in November 2004, the former Duke coach
immediately went looking for someone to run his offense.
Spurrier ﬁrst heard of Beecher through an administrative assistant at Duke, who had informed
him that the Blue Devils were passing on the gunslinger’s services.
The rest was history. Beecher became the ﬁrst ever quarterback to commit to Steve Spurrier’s
Gamecocks and left behind his dreams of playing for the Blue Devils.
“[Former Duke] Coach Roof and I became close. As soon as I decided to sign my letter of intent to
come here, he gave me a call and told me congratulations,” Beecher said. “He’s been very supportive
ever since I’ve been down here.”
However, it wasn’t all roses and smiles for Beecher upon his arrival in Columbia. Five different
players attempted a pass in Beecher’s ﬁrst season.
The North Carolina native wasn’t one of them.
Beecher looked to head out of the door at Williams-Brice Stadium at the end of season, but instead he
turned to his strong religious faith, which convinced him to remain a Gamecock.
That faith would continue to be tested through the next several months. After then second-string
quarterback Antonio Heffner transferred following the conclusion of the 2005 season, Beecher’s chances
would seem to have improved in garnering playing time.
However, the redshirt freshman only attempted two passes in 2006, completing both for 19 yards and
a touchdown.
Beecher received his ﬁrst legitimate chance at being the starter at the beginning of the 2007 season.
After incumbent starter Blake Mitchell was forced to sit out the opening game against Louisiana Lafayette,
Beecher began a stare-down with redshirt freshman and Alabama native Chris Smelley.
Unfortunately for Beecher, Smelley won the starting job against the Ragin’ Cajuns. Despite earning
playing time in the contest, including throwing a touchdown pass to receiver Kenny McKinley, the righthander would continue to wait in line for his time to shine.
His perserverance was one of the signs that allowed Coach Spurrier to make the decision to name him
this season’s starting quarterback.
BEECHER● 4B

Juan Blas / THE DAILYGAMECOCK
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National champions, ranked
teams open season Saturday
New coaches, familiar faces, no-names, Heisman winners set out to prove themselves opening
pening
weekend; FBS, FCS champs face off; Clemson, Alabama meet in Atlanta
Austin Smallwood

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The most exciting part of the year is ﬁnally upon us. After months of waiting, the nation’s thirst for
or footbal
football
ll is
quenched. This week offers several games that will make the eight-month wait almost worth it.

10. Utah at Michigan 3:30 p.m. Saturday, ABC
Saturday will mark the beginning of the Rich Rodriguez era in Ann Arbor. Unfortunately for the Wolverines,
Wolverin
nes,
their opening day opponent is no cupcake. Utah has been a fashionable pick by many analysts as this year’s
r’s non-BCS
non-BCS
team to receive a BCS bowl berth. This season will be a rebuilding year for Michigan as the Wolverines try to adjust
adjjust
to Rodriguez’s complex, spread option offense. This change will be even harder as Rodriguez was unable
ble to ﬁnd
n a
quarterback whose skill set ﬁts the spread option. While Michigan has a strong returning defense, the offense w
will
struggle due to inexperience, which will allow the Utes to steal one in Ann Arbor.
Score: Utah 17 Michigan 7

9. Fresno State at Rutgers 4 p.m. Monday, ESPN
Fresno State, which has been known under coach Pat Hill for its tremendous intensity and energy, seems
eems pois
poised
sed
to make some noise nationally this season. Rutgers will have to adjust to life without superstar running
ng back Ray
R
Rice, who left for the NFL. The load of the offense will rest on the arm of senior quarterback Mike Teel. Fresno
Fresn
no
State will look to attack Teel and force him to beat them by making big plays in the passing game. In the
he end, look
lo
ook
for Teel to step up to the challenge and wound the Bulldogs’ BCS dream.
Score: Rutgers 28 Fresno State 20

8. Washington at No. 21 Oregon 10 p.m. Saturday
This Pac-10 game features two teams going in opposite directions. The Ducks will have to rebound
d from the
th
he
losses of Dennis Dixon and Jonathan Stewart to the NFL. If the loss of last year’s top two offensive weapons
eapons was
w
not enough, starting quarterback Nate Costa will be out most of the season with a knee injury. Washington,
ington, on
o
the other hand, is led by quarterback Jake Locker, a dual-threat quarterback who burst onto the scene last
ast season.
seaso
on.
While the Ducks have one of the nation’s best secondaries, Locker’s running ability should negate some
me of those
tho
ose
ball-hawking skills. The Huskies should pick up a critical Pac-10 win against a wounded Oregon offense.
e.
Score: Washington 31 No. 21 Oregon 14

7. No. 3 Southern California at Virginia 3:30 p.m. Saturday, ABC
Hollywood will visit Charlottesville as the Trojans of Southern Cal face the Cavaliers of UVA. Southern
uthern Cal
Cal
will need to play strong against a weaker UVA team as they prepare to face the Ohio State Buckeyes in a battle o
of
championship contenders. The biggest question for the Trojans is the health of starting quarterback Markk Sanchez
Sanchez.
Sanchez is recovering from a knee injury, but he is expected to play in the season opener. Virginia should
ould be no
n
match for the Trojans, who have faced tougher competition in their spring drills and scrimmages. I fully
ully expect
expecct
Southern Cal to come out and make a statement against the Cavaliers which they hope will resonate all
ll the way
waay
to Columbus, Ohio.
Score: No. 3 Sothern California 49
Virginia 13

6. No. 17 Virginia Tech at East Carolina, 12 p.m. Saturday, ESPN
The defending ACC champion Virginia Tech Hokies face a team with upset on their mind in Week
ek 1. The
Th
he
Hokies played East Carolina at home last season and won handily. Virginia Tech announced this week that theyy
will start senior quarterback Sean Glennon over the more mobile Tyrod Taylor. ECU will look to take advantage
advantag
ge
of Glennon’s lack of mobility with a strong pass rush. While Glennon lacks speed, he is an accurate and
nd poised
d
quarterback who played well in the latter part of last season. While ECU will try their hardest for an upset,
upsett,
Virginia Tech just has too much speed for them to contain.
Score: No. 17 Virginia Tech 27
East Carolina 14

5. Hawaii at No. 5 Florida 12:30 p.m. Saturday
Tim Tebow and the Florida Gators will look to begin their championship run against the Warriors off Hawaii
Hawaii.
i.
After a disappointing title-defense season, Florida looks to rebound with depth and speed at every position.
position
n.
Hawaii, on the other hand, had a rough off-season, recovering from their embarrassing Sugar Bowl
wl loss, ass
well as the loss of their coach June Jones to SMU. Nobody really knows what to expect as the architectt and keyy
components of their high-powered offense have left the island. Tebow will look to defend his Heisman
n Trophyy
against a team that called Tebow’s ability as a quarterback into question last season. Ultimately the Warriors
riors willl
wish they never left the comfort of the island.
Score: No. 5 Florida 56
Hawaii 10

4. No. 18 Tennessee at UCLA 8 p.m. Monday, ESPN
Both of these prestigious programs will go through a transition period after major losses in the offseason.
on. Afterr
four years at the helm of the Volunteer offense, Erik Ainge has handed the reins over to Jonathan Crompton.
rompton.
UCLA, meanwhile, will be adjusting to a new coaching staff after coach Karl Dorell was let go. One of the
he majorr
additions to the Bruin coaching staff is new offensive coordinator Norm Chow. Chow is famous for being the
architect of the high-powered Trojan offense of Matt Leinart and Reggie Bush. Tennessee will look to establish
the running game against an injured Bruin squad.
Score: No. 18 Tennessee 21 UCLA 13

3. Appalachian State at No. 7 Louisiana State 5 p.m. Saturday, ESPN
This game is truly a championship bout. For the ﬁrst time in football history, the BCS champion will play the
Football Subdivision Series champion. Appalachian State burst onto the national scene last year after defeating
efeating
Michigan at home in Week One. LSU, which lost several key players to the NFL, is still loaded with talent
alent on
both sides of the ball. The biggest question for the Tigers is starting quarterback after Ryan Perriloux was cut
in the offseason. While App State will keep the game close, ultimately the Tigers just have too much size and
speed.
Score: No. 7 LSU 42 Appalachian State 14

2. No. 20 Illinois vs. No. 6 Missouri at Edward Jones Dome in St. Louis 8:30 p.m. Saturday, ESPN
This matchup of top-25 teams will be critical in determining the fate of their seasons. Both teams have
ve highpowered offenses led by experienced and mobile quarterbacks in Juice Williams and Chase Daniel. Missouri,
despite only losing to Oklahoma, found themselves outside the BCS while a three-loss Illinois team found
nd their
way to the Rose Bowl. Expect Missouri to take out some of their hostility about last season’s end on Illinois.
Illinois’s running game will suffer a setback this season after the loss of Rashard Mendenhall to the NFL.
FL. The
Tigers of Missouri will look to get their season off on the right note in a critical rivalry game.
Score: No. 6 Missouri 35 No. 20 Illinois 24

1. No. 9 Clemson vs. No. 24 Alabama at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta 8 p.m. Saturday, ABC
BC
The premier game of the week pits the ACC against the SEC. Both of these teams look to rebound
d from
disappointing seasons, and a Week One win would be a great place to start. Clemson will look to feature
re their
strong backﬁeld of Cullen Harper, James Davis and C.J. Spiller. The problem for Clemson will be protecting
tecting
this strong backﬁeld behind an offensive line that looked very porous in the spring game. Alabama will
ill look
to rebound in year two of the Nick Saban era. Saban was able to bring in a very strong recruiting
g class,
headlined by wideout Julio Jones. Alabama will look to use their defensive versatility to create pressure on the
inexperienced offensive line of the Tigers. If Alabama can reduce turnovers and contain the running game
ame of
Clemson, they may be able to sneak out of Atlanta with an upset win.
Score: No. 24 Alabama 24 No. Clemson 17
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Can Washington pull off the upset
in
Oregon? Can Rick Neuheisel redeem
himself at UCLA?
Can Chase Daniel challenge for the
Heisman again?
Will Michigan and Appalachian Sta
te repeat their
remarkable opening weeks from
last year? Can Sean
Glennon be the man? We’ll know
by Monday night.
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What can Brown do for you?

Former Gamecock cornerback outstanding without standing out
Michael Baumann

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Most casual football fans know former
USC cornerback Sheldon Brown, if at all,
from one moment during the 2007 NFC
playoffs. New Orleans Saints running back
Reggie Bush caught a ﬂare pass in the ﬁ rst
quarter and looked up. Brown, starting at
cornerback for the Philadelphia Eagles, didn’t
so much run into Bush as through him, and
the ball ﬂew out of Bush’s hands and landed
harmlessly a few feet away. The Heisman
Trophy winner went to his knees, got up,
then fell back down before returning to the
sideline to be reassembled.
Brown’s feelings of that hit echoed those
of Saints fans: “When a guy’s on the football
ﬁeld on the ground, you hope he gets up.”
That one moment was a rare highlight
reel appearance for a player who enters his
seventh NFL season having never missed a
game or made a Pro Bowl. While Brown has
developed into one of the premier cornerbacks
in the NFL, he has been content to do his job
in a backﬁeld ﬁlled with bigger names.

Instead of promoting himself, Brown has
made a point of learning from players around
him, a habit that goes all the way back to his
time at USC, where he is part of a parade of
former Gamecocks who have gone on to play
defensive back in the NFL, earning USC the
nickname “DBU.”
“I think it goes back to the days of [Browns
cornerback] Terry Cousin,” Brown said. “He
doesn’t get the respect that he deserves, and
when I was recruited I saw him play. He
passed the torch to me, and I passed the torch
to Dunta Robinson, and he passed the torch
to Jonathan Joseph and Fred Bennett.”
At USC, Brown was one of the standout
cornerbacks in the SEC, playing on two
Outback Bowl-winning teams. USC has
not been back to a January bowl since he
graduated.
Brown was part of an impressive 2002
Eagles draft haul that included Florida
cornerback Lito Sheppard, Colorado safety
Michael Lewis and Villanova running back

Courtesy of Philadelphia Eagles Media Relations

Former Gamecock cornerback Sheldon Brown (24) has a reputation as an outstanding
pass defender (right) and tackler (left).
Brian Westbrook.
Since then, Lewis and Sheppard have both
made Pro Bowls. Sheppard has posted higher
interception totals and has a higher reputation
around the league, despite battling injuries.
Brown seems to be content with his reputation
of quiet competence.
“It really doesn’t bother me,” Brown said.
“Lito was their ﬁrst-round draft pick, so the
marketing department has to promote him as
the guy.”
Despite excelling against SEC competition,
life in the NFL was difficult at first for

Brown.
“My first year, I was really questioning
myself. It was very hard, but every year gets
easier,” he said. “You don’t know what to
expect, and you expend so much energy not
knowing what to do or where to be. The
mental aspect is half the battle. The players
that play long prepare themselves week in,
week out.”
Brown began his NFL career in a defensive
backfield that included four Pro Bowlers,
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McKinley jumpstarts offensive attack
Carolina receivers must step up to compensate for questionable rushing oﬀense
Drew Lattier

STAFF WRITER

Tonight is the night of a new beginning.
Few
w things can erase the painful
painfu memories
of last year’s downward spiral toward
the end
tow
of the season, but that was last year.
yea This year
forr the Gamecocks, it’s about sstarting the
season
on on the right note: with a win.
w
Without
against
thout question, a win tonight
to
N.C. State
for t he
ate would do wonders
w
Gamecocks’ confidence. To get the allimportant ﬁrst victory, USC
a strong
C needs
n
performance out of the offense.
USC needs
ffense. U
its wide receivers to step up this week
we when
there is a questionable rushing
shing game.
Confident and prepared,
Kenny
ared, senior Kenn
McKinley is ready to lead by example. Now
in his fourth season
on playing, McKinley has
started a total of 31
1 games, including the last
29. The most experienced of all the
he returning
ret
players, he is ready to make a statement
state
tonight.
“I strive for playing in front of the big
crowds,” McKinley said. “I can’t wait.”
For the passing game to really takee off
for Carolina, conﬁdence between the nowowstarting quarterback Tommy Beecher and
nd
his receivers is key. Although Carolina’s
quarterback situation seems to always be on
n
the edge of uncertainty, the players have putt
their faith in Beecher.
“He’s showing a lot of confidence now,
w,
and he’s making the big throws and big playss
that we all believe he can make in the game,””
McKinley said.
Although the Wolfpack were ranked 11th
in the ACC in total defense last season, N.C.
State’s secondary will try to stop the Carolina

HEAD

pass threat. Bringing the most experience to
the field against the receivers in garnet and
black will be seniors J.C. Neal and Jeremy
Gray. Gray, a 6-foot-2 cornerback, could
possibly team up with safety Neal to make
McKinley a difﬁcult target for Beecher.
With N.C. State focusing in on stopping
McKinley, the door is wide open for another
Carolina receiver to have a breakout game.
Starting wide receiver Moe Brown is more than
ready to prove himself for the Gamecocks.
“I guess you could say I have underachieved
since I’ve been here,” Brown said. “So I’m ready
to get on the upswing and show Gamecock
Nation what I can do.”
Brown amassed a total of 22 catches for 242
yards in his ﬁrst two years. The junior receiver
will have the opportunity to put an end to
his less than fabulous numbers tonight. With
McKinley likely to see double coverage part
of the night, Brown will be running against
man-to-man most of the game.
“I practice against some of the best corners in
the nation,” Brown said. “I’m pretty conﬁdent
that I can handle anybody as far as a corner,
one on one, let’s go at it.”
Joining McKinley and Brown in the starting
receiver slot will be sophomore Dion Lecorn.
The promising athlete had 27 receptions last
year for 315 yards.
The Gamecocks aree in dire need of a win to
start the season
and having a strong
son off right,
ri
performance
rformance out
ou of the receivers would sure
help those chances.
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Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.
sc.edu
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Utah at Michigan
Fresno State at Rutgers
Washington at Oregon
Southern Cal at Virginia
E. Carolina at Va. Tech
Tennessee at UCLA
App. State at LSU
Missouri vs. Illinois
Clemson vs. Alabama
NCSU at South Carolina
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BEECHER ● Continued from 1B
“ It ’s b een wel ldocumented what t ype of
you ng m a n Tom my is ,”
Spurrier said. “I think that
will help our team. I hope it
rubs off on the other players.
He certainly does have a
chance to be a quarterback
that’s a leader because of the
way he handles himself.”
O t her t ha n Beecher ’s
perserverance, his
intelligence was one of the
many other reasons that led
to his upcoming starting
job.
I n 20 06 , Beecher wa s
the football team’s Harold
White GPA Award winner
among offensive players.
He then was awarded the
Andrew Sorensen ScholarAthlete Award in consecutive
years for earning the highest
grade point average on the
tea m. Th rough h is f irst
t h ree years at Carol i na,
Beecher has accumulated an
impressive 3.83 GPA.
I n a d d it i o n , B e e c h e r
currently holds a Wyman
L. Williams Scholarship for
Mathematics.
Coupled with his knack
for winning close football

games, most of which came
during his final season at
Concord H igh, Spu rrier
has dubbed Beecher t he
quarterback for the entirety
of the season, barring any
unforeseen injury.
“Tommy’s going to get a

When he
“stepped
into
the huddle
and talked...
everybody
listened

”

Senior wide receiver Kenny McKinley

chance to go the distance,”
Spurrier said. “Tommy’s
earned the right to be the
quarterback, and he’s going
to have every opportunity to
hang in there a long time. I
think he’s ready to play and
he’s put in a lot of time to
know our offense very well.”
Spu r r ier clea rly ha s a
strong conf idence in t he
ju n ior, as he el im i nated

Health Insurance
for Students
Major Medical
Plans start at $82/month

any form of a quarterback
cont rovers y upon t he
conclusion of spring
practice.
T he fou r t h-yea r head
coach dubbed Beecher
USC’s incumbent starter at
a Gamecock Club meeting
in April.
H o w e v e r, S p u r r i e r
isn’t the only one with
unprecedented conﬁdence
in Beecher.
“His confidence shot
way up,” wideout Kenny
McKinley said of Beecher
last July. “He has the whole
team behind him. This
summer, when he stepped
into the huddle and talked
to the guys, ever ybody
listened. Beecher is the
man, and we’re rallying
around him 100 percent.
I have no doubt he will
show everybody what he can
do.”
“ I t ’s a g o o d f e e l i n g
k now i ng t hat a n A llA merican like McK inley
would say that about you,”
B e e c her s a id. “ I ’ve g ot
complete conﬁdence in them
that they’ll make plays for
me, and I hope that they have
complete conﬁdence that I’ll
get the ball to them.”
So, despite the fact that
Beecher has attempted only
25 career passes, everyone
k nows t hat it is now his
time.
Tonight, when he takes
t he f ield ag a i n st Nor t h
Carolina State, he’ll ﬁ nally
know it too.

Call me for HELP!
Hale Chiles 772.3122
•

A+ Rated Carrier

Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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Brinkley returns to command defense
With opposing oﬀense reeling from injuries, Jasper Brinkley and the Gamecock defense will showcase skills on national stage
Patrick Morris

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Throughout offseason there has been
talk that the South Carolina defense could
d
rank among the top units in the country. By
returning 10 starters, including team captain
and All-SEC candidate Jasper Brinkley,
who missed almost all of last season to a
devastating knee injury, there is no reason
to think otherwise. With talent at every
position and veteran leadership across the
board, look for this defense to carry the
team this season.
Carolina’s vaunted defense will match up
against a young and inexperienced group
from N.C. State that has been recently
decimated by injuries. The Wolfpack lost
their top two running backs in Jamelle
Eugene and Toney Baker and their leading
returning receiver when Donald Bowens
went down to a season-ending back injury.
They will be led by redshirt freshman
quarterback Russell Wilson and senior
tailback Andre Brown, who rushed for 447
7
yards on 95 carries last year and has a career
total of 1772 yards.
Still, these injuries have not changed
how the defense is preparing for N.C. State
and head coach Tom O’Brien’s offense.
Spurrier said that O’Brien’s offenses are
always disciplined and “they never get out
of position too much.” Spurrier knows that
there is some uncertainty surrounding the
other team, but that does not mean that
N.C. State will be an easy opponent.
La st sea son t he G a me co c k s h ad a
suffocating pass defensee that
tha ranked fourth
in the nation, but struggled
d in stopping
stoppi the
run. With a goal of becoming better and
more balanced, this year they are running
ing
a version of the 4-2-5 defense brought in
by new coordinator Ellis Johnson. This
defense features the standard four defensive
linemen, two linebackers (Brinkley and
fellow All-SEC performer Eric Norwood)
and ﬁve defensive backs.
The pass defense will continue to be
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VS.
strong thanks
thank
ks to al
all of the starting defensive
backs from
returning, and the
m last season
s
run defense
nse will get better.
better It is expected
that strong
ng safety
safe Emmanuel Cook, who
led the team
eam in tackles last year with 92,
will play close
closer to the line of scrimmage to
try and help
elp stop the run. Doing this will
free up other
h playmakers on the defense,

5

forcing
into
g the opposing quarterbacks
q
making bad decisions
decisio and will hopefully lead
to
t sacks and turnovers.
The Gamecocks plan to implement this
strategy against N.C. State. The Wolfpack
have totally reassembled their offensive line
after its less than spectacular performance
one year ago. To do this, they brought in

two players that played
in Ted
d defense
d
Larson and John Bedics,
cs, who
w will now be
starting at center
cen and guard,
gua respectively.
While thiss may beneﬁ
eﬁt N.C. State later
in the season,
will try
n, the Gamecocks
Gam
and capitalize on
their
n the
heir
eirr iinexperience and
look get after redshirt
shir
hirt
rt freshman Russell
Wilson, who is also
rst start.
so making
m ing his ﬁ
ﬁrs
Expect blitz schemes
hem that will try and
confuse the linee aas the Gamecocks are
expected to bring
all night.
ng pressure
p
N.C. State has
as one deﬁ nite playmaker
on offense in ﬁfth-year
ft
r senior tight end
Anthony Hill. Hill missed
issed all of last season
with a torn ACL
just
L that he suffered
suff
before the season
son began. He was a second
team All-ACC
ACC performer in 2006 and
a he
led the Wolfpack
olfpack in receptions with 45.
Russell Wilson willl most
mo likely use Hill
as a security blanket
the swarming
et against
aga
Gamecock defense,
nse, so containing him
will be essential.
than Hill, the
al. Other
O
Wolfpack havee a trio
tr of sophomore wide
receivers thatt are expected to get playing
time. However
ever they, like the rest of the
offense, are young
and have only caught
yo
25 combined
bined passes for their careers. With
junior
cornerback Captain Munnerlyn
or cor
and
d the rest of the Gamecock secondary
covering them, those numbers should not
coveri
grow too much.
The youth of N.C. State against the
experience of South Carolina will be
one of the deciding factors in this game.
For an offense that only returns five
starters, opening prime time Thursday
night against an SEC foe in a hostile
environment would be one of the least
desirable scenarios. However N.C. State
has been preparing for this game, and will
come to play. Brinkley and company have a
challenge ahead of them in the Wolfpack.
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.
sc.edu

Questions with Jake Broom

Will Tommy Beecher be successful
as the starting quarterback?
At this point not only am I driving the
Tommy Beecher Bandwagon, the title is in
my name and I’ve already gotten a sorority girl
to have his initials monogrammed on the back window.
I don’t think Beecher is going to bring the Heisman back to
Columbia, but I think he will be solid enough to win some
games. He might throw an interception or two, but you
won’t catch him keying cars, punching bouncers or peeing
in public. That already puts him a step ahead of most of
Carolina’s recent quarterbacks.

1

Will N.C. State quarterback Russell Wilson last the
entire game?
N.C. State’s quarterback race finally ended when Tom
O’Brien named redshirt freshman quarterback Russell
Wilson the starter. Wilson has never played a down and
is only 5-foot-11 and 191 lbs. He doesn’t even need a hotel
room on road games; O’Brien just throws him in his pocket
and keeps him alive on Reese’s Pieces and Nerds.
Jasper Brinkley looks at him like Oprah looks at a plate of
cheese fries. This is about to get ugly.

2

JAKE BROOM
Graduate
student

How will Ellis Johnson’s defense be
different from last year’s?
I’ll admit it; I’m pretty jacked up about
Ellis Johnson. Mainly because he wears giant,
ﬂoppy sombrero-esque hats to practice that
absolutely kill me. The man insists on having
12 square feet of shade around him at all times.
He is like a walking bottle of SPF 50.
But it isn’t just the hat — apparently the
guy can coach. Look for his defense to be a lot
more consistent than Tyrone Nix’s.

3

What is with the Gamecock Walk?
Steve Spurrier declared this week that the players would
walk through the stadium parking lot around 5:45 before
the game, and so the “Gamecock Walk” was reborn. Doesn’t
anybody do anything original anymore? At Georgia it’s the
Dawg Walk. At Tennessee it’s the Vol Walk. At Ole Miss it’s
the Walk of Champions (high comedy). Apparently Virginia
Tech has a lot of simple people, because there it is just The
Walk.
I say we start walking these guys through the parking lot

4

BROWN ● Continued from 3B

Visit us

including Clemson alum
Brian Dawkins. Ironically,
one of the biggest positive
inﬂuences on Brown was the
man he was drafted to replace,
cornerback Troy Vincent.
“Troy was a guy I tried to
mold myself to play like him
and steal from his technique
and fundamentals, and I think
he deserves a lot of credit
for why I’m so successful,”
Brown said.
The Lancaster native has
worn green and lived, at least
partly, in New Jersey for his
entire career, but home to
him still means USC, and
he tries to keep up with his
former teammates.
“I’ll go home and I’ll go
to the games. When I came
into the league I stayed up
with Dunta Robinson more,
but now I’m getting old and
funky,” he said. “Those guys
are from my area, and if guys
are coming from that area,
obviously I’m going to stay
focused and make sure they
do well.”
During his t ime in
Ph iladelph ia, Brow n has
played in one of the most
he at e d r i v a l r ie s i n p r o
football between the Eagles
and the Dallas Cowboys, but
a different rivalry still stands

@
www.
daily
gamecock
.com

out in his mind.
“Def i n itely Clemson,”
Brown said. “I was born and
raised in South Carolina, and
I never realized the Dallas
rivalry until I came to Philly,
then some of your teammates
may leave the Eagles to play
for Dallas.”
The most famous example
is mercurial wide receiver
Terrell Owens, who helped
the Eagles to a Super Bowl,
then jumped ship for the
rival Cowboys over a contract
dispute the following season.
Brown said that, even with
all the drama surrounding
Owens, covering his onetime
team mate in t he biggest
games of the season does not
make him uneasy.
“It’s not weird because you
understand the business. I
think I’ve been very fortunate
to be with the same team for
seven years,” he said.
Considering all he has
gained from veteran role
models like Vincent and
Cousin, Brown tries to be the
same type of positive inﬂuence
on younger players on the
Eagles. This year, he’s got his
eye on Kyle Arrington, an
undrafted rookie cornerback
from Hofstra who is trying
to hold onto a roster spot,
something Brown never had
to worry about in the NFL.

after the game. If they play well, it’s an amazing new
tradition that kicks off the post-game party. If they
don’t play well, they might get hit in the head with a
stray battery or clubbed in the kneecap. We could have
used a Gamecock Walk Home after the Vanderbilt
game last year. Sure I’d be serving ﬁve to 10 for assault, but
somebody would have learned a lesson.

Could there possibly be a worse way to handle
student tickets?
The university wanted to make the ticket process faster
and fairer. They decided to give out tickets randomly online,
meaning the people dedicated enough to do whatever it takes
to get a ticket have the same random chance as people who
can’t even tell you the name of the stadium it will be played
in.
If waiting in line was so much of a problem, why didn’t
they just hire more than four senior citizens to handle the
ticketing process? God bless those old ladies, but it takes
them a half an hour and two pairs of glasses to sign their
Social Security checks, let alone give out tickets to thousands
of anxious students.
If they had to change it, why not just have a giant rock,
paper, scissors tournament? I’d rather go down in a thumb
war for tickets than lose an Internet lottery.

5

Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

“[Arrington]’s my project,”
Brown said. “And I tell him
that I learned from Troy, and
I tell him to watch what I do
and ask if he has questions.”
And if Arrington doesn’t
make it?
“It’s tough, but basically
we tell him every time you
play in a football game you’re
auditioning for 31 teams,”
Brown said. “If a guy has it
and you see it, you just keep
encouraging him because

he’ll play somewhere.”
Take it from a guy who has
learned from the best.
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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Digital Cable
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Place a Classified ad: p
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Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
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E-mail:

Help Wanted

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
SCHOLARS/PROFESSORS
WELCOME BANQUET sponsored by
IFM Friday, August 29th, 6:30PM,
Family Life Center, First Presbyterian
Church, Washington @ Bull St.
Good food, entertainment. Meet people
from many countries. FREE 799-3452

COACHES/TEACHERS NEEDED
Non-competitive Gymnastic/Cheer Program. Needed ASAP $8/hr Need experience and must love children. (Mornings
& afternoon and some evenings) Kelly
359-0433

Apartments
1730 GREENE USC AREA
1BR’S $395-$575
301 S. EDISTO 4BR $1395 799-9483
2009 Greene St. Walk to Class. Avail
NOW! 2BR 1BA CH&A, LR Breakfast
nook, kitchen stove oven refrigerator
garbage disposal w/d. Free assigned
pkg.
NO
PETS
NON-SMOKER
$675/mo. Call 771-8724.

Roommates
F/rmmte needed 2BR 2BA condo on
River. Gated community w/pool gym
tennis/basketball court fully furn. util
incld. $500 Call 622-8311.
Large home 3,000+ sq ft pvt BR & BA on
seperate level. $350/mo + util. 791-7654

Housing-Rent
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
2416 Cypress St. 4BR 2BA $1295.00
Call 318-0729
3BR 2BA 5 min to USC fenced bkyd,
brick hdwd flrs. $975 w/$500 dep. Call
932-4539.
CAYCE HOUSE FOR RENT Minutes from USC!. Landscaping incld!
3BR 2BA $900/mo
Individual lease
available. New w/d carpet ceiling fans. &
big pvt fenced yd.Can be furn or unfurn.
Pets ok. Call Ric @ 704-651-6582 or
email jordanii@gmail.com to schedule a showing or for more info.
10 Min. from Campus! 4BR 4BA Home
Pool fp, w/d kit apl. hdwd flrs. $1600/mo.
Available August 1st. 256-5290
4BR hdwd fl. CH&A $1495 1.5 miles
to USC. Call 318-0729.

The Office Student Media
is now hiring a newspaper auditor.
5-7/hrs/wk. Work hours are anytime after 4:30pm Job entails
counting leftover newspapers
2-3/days/wk. Opportunity for more
hours is available.
Please come to the
Russell House Room 343
to fill out an application. Email
sarahs@maibox.sc.edu
with questions.
The South Carolina Research Authority is looking for a PT Office Assistant
to provide support to the SC
EPSCoR/IDeA State Office Team Members and assist in daily office administrative operations. This position will be responsible for providing administrative
support to team members including typing, filing, and data entry and management. Must be a FT student proficient in
common office software applications, including the MS Office Suite, Internet
browser and Web site development applications. To apply for this position,
please visit our website,
www.scra.org. EOE
Hardware Help - Looking for counter
help pulling and keying hardware. Work
around class schedule. $8/hr. Located
on 2021 Blanding St. 256-1646.
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
PT/FT position available. Downtown office and upscale retail. Clerical & retail
resp. Must be honest, responsible &
trustworthy, style conscious, with good
GPA. Varying hours M-F & Sat AM.
Fax resume to 799-0854 or email to
eyes.r.us@hotmail.com
NorthWest YMCA in Irmo is seeking
certified lifeguards for all shifts. We offer
a lifeguard class beginning September 3,
2008. Please call Kristen@ 407-0179
ext 15 to apply or for more details.

WELSFORD
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
223 Tryon St. Duplex/Olympia
$475/mo 1BR !BA High ceilings w/d
conn. Close to USC hdwd flrs & appl.
205 Carolina St. Duplex/Olympia
$525/mo 1BR 1BA Office area w/d conn
close to USC Hdwd flrs & appl.

www.welsford.com 743-0205
2430 Preston St. 2BR 1BA $695
318-0729
Rooms for rent almost on campus--1812
Greene St. for Females & 1814 Greene
for Male rajaluri@ifmusa.org or 318-800.
Room for Commuting Student Lg BR w/pvt BA near USC Mon-Thur
$275/mo. 252-7752

For Sale
THE BIGGEST POSTER SALE:
Biggest and Best Selection
Choose from over
2000 different images.
FINE ART, MUSIC, MOVIES,
MODELS HUMOR, ANIMALS,
PERSONALITIES,
LANDSCAPES, MOTIVATIONAL,
PHOTOGRAPHY
MOST IMAGES ONLY $7, $8 AND $9
SEE US AT THE
Russell House University Union
2nd Floor Lobby on
Monday, Aug.25th -Friday Aug. 29th,
THE HOURS ARE 9AM-5PM
THIS SALE IS SPONSORED BY
Russell House University Union.
2 Adults almost new 5 speed bikes. One
female Fugi monterey and one maile
Passage
Cross.
$225.00
each
803-479-4924.

Parking
PARKING SPACES
Near South Tower at Pickens &
Blossom. $220 per semester 799-3452

We have the best job on campus!!
Make $8.25 per hour!! Build your
resume, earn great bonuses, and
show your Gamecock pride!!
More info? Want to come to an
interview session?
Interested in applying? Email:
Jessica.Neno@ruffalocody.com
or call 7-2874
PAID PROGRAMMING INTERNSHIP
Company w/USC Tech Incubator looking
for PT intern (20/hr/wk) $12/hr. Flexible
schedule. Great opportunity! Preference
given to those experienced with CSS &
HTML, ASP, Net, SQL, VB and/or Java.
Please submit resumes to mkimbrell@easyhrweb.com

Help Wanted
Restaurants
TEAPOT CHINESE RESTAURANT
Now hiring cashiers & delivery drivers.
Good Tips! Flexible hrs. 920-4975

•

Office hours: M-F

Help Wanted
Restaurants
WANT TO WORK
AT A FUN PLACE?
GOATFEATHERS 2017 Devine St.
Cooks, Waitstaff & Dishwashers
needed.Apply M-F 11am-4pm

Help Wanted
Runners
Downtown law firm is seeking PT runners. apply in person at Robinson,
McFadden & Moore, P.C., 1901 Main St.
Suite 1200, Columbia. Bring resume and
your fall schedule.

Help Wanted
Tutors
TUTORS NEEDED: GPA of 3.1 will earn
you $10-$12 (or more) per hr! Highest
demand for Math, Reading & Science.
Call Tutor Connection 957-6060.

Services
We Already Know The Score!
Guaranteed Football Winners
www.beatingvegas.net
PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Work Study
Opportunities
WORK STUDY OFFICE ASSISTANT
20/hrs/wk $7-8/hr
Clerical work and special projects
Communities in Schools of the Midlands.
Contact Personnel 254-9727 8:30-5:00
or PO Box 8884 Columbia, SC 29202

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

Announcements

WEST COLUMBIA I-26 US #!
1BR apt w/full kit, BA, carpet A/C.
All utils pd. $410 + sec dep. 238-6916.

DEADLINE

Additional Info

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

